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Hello neighbors, 

 

December is always a good time to reflect and think about progress 
that we’ve made here at Lake Forest. I consider it to be a successful 
year in the respect of improvements to the club and facility.  Among 
many other things the major changes we’ve seen at LFYC during 2020 
are the digital Porthole, improvements to the playground, increasing 
our space at the ball field, and the installation of the aeration and 
nonobubbler system.  We may never think our facility is perfect, that 
thought process is a good one, hence we are always striving for im-
provements.  There will certainly be plenty of improvements we will 
focus on in the future, but for now it’s nice to reflect on the steps 
we’ve taken this year.  Thank you to all of the trustees and members 
involved in improving Lake Forest year after year.  

 

The grass field looks better and better each week I look at it.  There is a fair pile of logs/
trees which were cut down.  Feel free to cut and take whatever you want. Just please do not 
drive your vehicle on the grass or basketball court. 

 

GREAT NEWS!!  The aeration unit and nanobubbler systems have finally been installed and 
ironically, have been winterized.  With a couple of adjustments and additions to the system 
in the spring we will certainly be ‘ready to go’ next year. .  

 

We have noticed a fair number of dog droppings at the club.  Anyone that walks their dog 
loves to walk the club property with them.  Unfortunately, some of us are not cleaning up 
after our pets.  Please clean up after your dog.  It’s the right thing to do because it is not 
solely your own property.  Nobody wants to see or step in fecal matter.  Please do your 
part.  One other thing to mention, if you haven’t removed your kayak, canoe, or paddle 
board from the kayak racks please do so as soon as possible. We will be clearing the racks 
very soon. 

 

If you haven’t heard already, the Lake Forest Social Committee is holding a Holiday House 
Decorating Contest!  Sign up at the office, SignUp Genius or on Facebook. You must sign up 
by December 12.  Lets light up Lake Forest!  The Social Committee is also collecting letters 
for Santa. Letters will be collected and sent to Santa from Monday, 11/23 until Sunday, 
12/13 so be sure to get those letters in by December 13.  There is a mailbox outside the 
LFYC office for the letters to be dropped off.   

 

I’m sorry for not mentioning her arrival sooner.  Please welcome Linda Sobieski to the Lake 
Forest family.  Linda comes to us with a variety of experiences and a growth mindset.  We 
are very happy to have such a joyful and hardworking person at the office. We look forward 
to working with you in the future, welcome to Lake Forest Linda! 

 

The board of trustees wish peace to you and your family and hope you have the most won-
derful holiday season and a prosperous and healthy new year.  

  

Sincerely,  

Mike Malakuskie 

Commodore 



 

Contact Page 
Lake Forest Yacht Club Office 

35 Yacht Club Dr,  

PO Box 217, Lake Hopatcong NJ 07849 

973-663-0158,  

office@lfyc.org  

NEW Office hours:  

Monday 9-2, Wednesday  12-7 

Friday 9-2, Saturday  9:30-12:30 

Meet The Board of Trustees 
LFYC  DIRECTORY 

Office/Operations Manager 

Linda Sobieski 

              973-663-0158 

              office@lfyc.org 

Dockmaster 

Frank Gutowski 

              973-663-5767 

Lake Forest Swim Team /

Vikings President  

Bonnie Sabia 

  973-663-5978 

Mike Malakuskie– Commodore  

Grounds , Security, Welcoming 

       973-945-7222            m.malakuskie@lfyc.org 

Vanessa Luke –Secretary 

Office , Communications , Asst. on: Beach/Galley,  Legal/

Insurance , Social 

        973-800-5541            v.luke@lfyc.org 

Jaime Evans –Treasurer 

Financials/Budget,  Legal/Insurance, Asst on: By-Laws,             

Communications, Tennis 

        973-601-7483             j.evans@lfyc.org 

Brian Richardson—Trustee 

By-Laws, Docks,  Boat Safety, Swim Team Asst. on: Communica-

tions , Scholarship, Maintenance, Nominating, Office, Security 

          908-285-0539           b.richardson@lfyc.org  

Mike Kahwaty– Trustee 

Clubhouse Maintenance, Asst on: By-Laws, Financials/Budget, 

Grounds, Social, Security , Wakeoff 

          973-294-6823             m.kahwaty@lfyc.org 

Chrissy Gilligan—Trustee 

Social, Scholarship Nominating, Asst on: Communications, 

Scholarship, Maintenance, Nominating , Office, Security 

          973-632-8734             c.gilligan@lfyc.org 

Vinny Gowers– Trustee 

Beach/Galley. Tennis, Asst. on: Clubhouse, Grounds,                  

Scholarship, Maintenance,  Security, Wakeoff.  

            973-464-4083            v.gowers@lfyc.org 
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     2021 Lake Forest Board of Trustee Election 

 In the 2020 Lake Forest Yacht Club election year there will be 4 positions to fill.                                                                             

 Trustee vacating positions are: Vanessa Luke,  

Jamie Evans, Brian Richardson and Mike Kahwaty 

We have  incumbent trustee candidate:  Vanessa Luke, 

Jamie Evans,  2 new candidates: Peter Malenda and  

Misty Verdis. 

The forty-fourth annual meeting of the Lake Forest Yacht Club will take place  

virtually due to existing Covid-19 limitations from the State of New Jersey  

regarding limited capacity for indoor gatherings. Voting for new Trustees only will 

take place in person on Friday, December 4th, 2020 from 8:00 – 9:30 PM at the 

Lake Forest Yacht Club, Jefferson Township, County of Morris, and State of New 

Jersey. Safety precautions such as social distancing measures and use of masks 

will be required to vote in person. 

As per the By- Laws, all members must be "in good standing" to vote -meaning 
the property's Master Lease and the 1st half of Membership Dues billed 10/1/20 
must be paid. 
Absentee ballots can be obtained from the office beginning on Wednesday,   

November 25th, 2020. 

Absentee ballots must be returned to the Office no later than Thursday, December 

3rd in order to be counted. 
 

 

             KAYAKS, CANOES, PADDLE BOARDS 

Dear LFYC Members,  

If your kayak, canoe or 

paddle board is still  on the 

Club’s racks, please remove 

them immediately . There is 

no winter storage  

allowed on LFYC property.  



 

Members of the Lake Forest Yacht Club 

have always valued the benefits we have in 

club membership, especially with the dock 

slips we operate at our facility. Our dock slips continue to be one of the greatest 

assets to our club as dock rentals at any of the local marinas cost anywhere 

from $2,000 and up for the season. For the 2021 season, the member rental fee 

for a dock slip will be $550.00.   

In early January, the club office will mail invoices and dock slip rental           

agreements to all members who rented dock slips in 2020 for the opportunity 

to renew their dock slip for the 2021 season. If you plan on renewing for the up-

coming season, please return the completed and signed rental agreement 

along with a copy of your current boat registration and payment by March 

12th, 2021. Please be advised that the office will not accept incomplete appli-

cations and applications without copy of the current boat registration.  Also, 

please indicate if there is any repair issue that you feel needs to be tended to 

regarding your slip. If you have no intention to renew your dock slip for the 

2021 season, please notify the club office.  To accommodate new members, we 

will limit renewal of the dock rentals to one slip per member family. As is club 

policy, dock slips will only be rented to members whose: financial obligations to 

the club are current, have completed a signed rental agreement and provide a 

copy of the boat registration indicating member ownership of the boat.  All of 

the above criteria will be required before LFYC approval of dock slip rental or re-

newal. For new members or members renting for the first time, we will have a 

few open dock slips for the 2021 season.  If you’d like to rent a dock slip for the 

upcoming season, please contact the club office at 973-663-0158. Dock Slip 

Rental Agreements are also available for download at our 

website www.lfyc.org . The open dock slips will be  reserved 

on a first come first served basis for members who meet the 

above rental criteria. Actual slip assignments for new renters 

will be determined starting March 15th, after member dock 

renewals are confirmed.  

   Docks 

http://www.lfyc.org/


Holiday House Decorating Contest! 

Calling all holiday house decorating festive 

folks!  Enter your house to be judged in our 

first annual LFYC Holiday House Decorating 

Contest! Show off your house decorating 

and/or lawn decorating skills and the  

top 3 best displays will win.  

Sign up by 12/11/20 at the office, Facebook page, or Sign up Genius 

Judging will be done 12/20/20 

1st place winner $100 Gift Card 

 2nd place winner $75.00 

 3rd place winner $50 

Open to current LFYC Members, no fee to enter. 

Letters to Santa Claus! 

It’s that time of the year to let Santa know all your 

 holiday wishes Lake Forest!  

LF Social Committee will be collecting letters to Santa 

Letters will be collected 11/23 – 12/13  

Santa Mailbox is located outside of LFYC office. 

Please make sure your child’s letter is legible and has a 

return address on the envelope.  Social Committee will be responding  

 to each child’s letter to Santa.  

This is a free event and is open to LFYC members 



ATTENTION LAKE FOREST SENIORS 

Are you retired? New to the neighbor-
hood or been here awhile?  Would you 
like to reconnect with old friends or 
meet new friends? Please come down 

to the club and join our mature friends group! We are gathering 
together (with masks and social distancing) for card games, maybe a Book Club, playing Bridge or Mah 
Jong, some cultural activities (Art, Music), exercise, yoga or Tai Chi for seniors, or something else to 
stimulate your mind and spirit. Let’s get together and talk about getting together! This has always been 
a wonderful place to raise your children. Now Let’s help make this a great place to be retired.  This is 
one way to have a little socializing to help us get through the winter or at least another few months.  

If you are interested, please contact Pat Carthage (973-663-0399) e-mail patcarthage@optonline.net., 
or Barbara Campbell (973-663-1051, e-mail dbc2277@yahoo,com 

 
Please bear in mind that any and 
all fireworks are forbidden on  
LFYC property. Any member or 
guest found to be setting off  
fireworks will be referred to the 
Board Of Trustees. Penalties for setting off fireworks 

          on club property include suspension of privileges  
          and/or termination of membership  
                  without refund of dues.  
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Trustee Meeting Minutes – November 11 , 2020 
Location: LFYC Clubhouse  
Meeting called to order:  7:16 pm 
Meeting Adjourned:  8:30 
Attendance: Virtually: Mike Malakuskie Vanessa Luke, Vinny Gowers, Chrissy Gilligan, Brian Richardson, 
Mike Kahwaty  
 
Mike M. – Commodore, Grounds/Security: 

Mike provided an update on the HAB treatment equipment installation with Princeton Hydro. They in-
stalled the 2 units, but they need to test them, they will have to use extension cords until Norris comes 
out. 

Mike will send a letter to Lakeland Bank to adjust current user accounts. 
Mike will reach out to Fulton Bank regarding the CD’s we have. 

 

Vanessa Luke- Secretary, Office, Communications 

Agreed on accounts to be moved to collections 

No questions have been submitted from membership for annual meeting updates, they are due by 11/27. 

The video for the annual update will need to be done by 12/1 so it can be sent out to the members 

Agreed upon voting process on 12/4 since we are not able to have annual meeting (Covid). 

Absentee Ballots will be available in the office on 11/25. 

When members come to Vote on Friday 12/4, we will set up a table where they can check in to make sure 

they are up to date on Master Lease.  

Absentee Ballots and in person voting need to add up to meet a quorum. 

 

 Jaime Evans – Treasurer  

-  Follow up on how to Reconcile the monthly statements 

Will ask accountant to help with the Taxes 

Mike Kahwaty – Clubhouse, Maintenance  

Kegerators legs will be delivered on 11/14   

Continuing to work with the sign company 

Will start using the Pre-rental checklist for Rentals 

Need to add COVID-19 language to the checklist  

 

Brian Richardson – Docks 

Boat slip fees will remain the same for 2021.  

Boating Safety Course scheduled for 4/10/2021 

 

Chrissy Gilligan – Social, Nominating 

Trunk or Treat was a very successful event. 
Social will be running a letters to Santa event. There will be a drop off box at the clubhouse, looking for 

volunteers to write letters back to the kids. 
Social will also be running a Holiday lighting contest; 3 judges and tiered prizes 

Info for both of these events will go into December Porthole. 
Agreed to give each of the Chili cook off winners a Gift Certificate worth the amount of the opening day 

tickets they were supposed to get. 
  

 
Vinny Gowers- Beach/Galley/Lifeguards/Tennis  

Galley TVs and countertops will be brought in on the weekend of 11/21 

Galley bathrooms, outdoor shower and ice machine will be winterized 11/13/20 

Tennis courts - first payment was submitted, and early spring work is expected 

Discussed the timer for the lights at the field 
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